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Morning Prayer 
Sunday May 3, 2020 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 
Prelude 
 
Opening Sentences (responsively) 
 O Lord, open my lips, 
 and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
 O Lord our God, we give you thanks 
 for the new life you raise up in us 
 through the gift of our baptism – 
 the sorrow of the heavy cross, 
 the surprise of the empty tomb, 
 the love that death could not destroy. 
 By the power of your Holy Spirit, 

poured out upon us in baptism, 
 fill us with the joy of resurrection, 
 so that we may be a living sign 
 of your new heaven and new earth; 
 through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading  Acts 2:42-47 
 Reflection  
  Luke tells us in this passage that, in response to Peter’s Pentecost 
 sermon, those early believers devoted themselves to several practices – one of 
 which was the practice of “fellowship.”  When you and I think of “fellowship,” I 
 suspect we tend to think of what we have come to know as “coffee hour” on 
 Sunday mornings.  For most churches today “fellowship” consists of gathering 
 with other members either before or after worship over coffee to share 
 refreshments and conversation together.  In short it’s a time for us to socialize 
 with one another. 
  There’s nothing wrong with that of course.  In fact it’s a good thing for us 
 to practice fellowship in this way – so much so that we, along with many other 
 churches, have had to get creative with our fellowship during this time of social 
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 distancing.  So for example, we’re having a virtual coffee hour with our friends 
 from Cana at 10:00 on Sunday mornings.  And starting today, we’re going to 
 offer a virtual lunch fellowship for those who would like to socialize following our 
 Morning Prayer Service. 
  As I say, that’s all well and good.  But for the early church “fellowship” 
 meant far more than just socializing.  The word in Greek is derived from a verb 
 meaning “to share or hold in common.”  The adjective form of the word can be 
 translated “generous or liberal.”  The point is our Christian ancestors shared 
 more than just conversation and refreshments when they gathered together.  
 They shared the very stuff of their lives, and they did so generously.  For them, 
 “fellowship” was a deeply spiritual practice that clearly had material implications.  
 And if we think that practicing “fellowship” to this degree is just too impractical 
 for us today than we have sorely underestimated the power of the Holy Spirit to 
 transform our lives. 
 

Response 
   Just as we have had to get creative in practicing one meaning of 
 fellowship with virtual gatherings, I believe we have to be just as creative in 
 practicing this deeper meaning of fellowship while we practice social distancing.  
 Many of you, I know, are finding ways to do that.  You’re making masks for 
 people to wear in public places or protective bands for those who have to wear 
 face shields.  You’re continuing to sew quilts and blankets while you’re having to  
 stay at home.  You’re doing grocery shopping for those who are unable or afraid 
 to shop for themselves.  You’re sending cards to those who are mourning the 
 death of loved ones or making phone calls to those who are feeling isolated and 
 alone.  You’re donating to food banks or contributing to homeless shelters.  The 
 truth is we can all do something to share the stuff of our lives – even our own 
 selves – with any in need and to share it generously.  And when we do, we  
 demonstrate that the Spirit of the risen Christ is at work in our lives, and our 
 fellowship grows ever deeper. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 23 
    (Silence for reflection) 
 Psalm Prayer 
  Lord Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, 

you give us new birth in the waters of baptism, 
and you nourish us at your table with heavenly food. 
In your goodness and mercy, 
dispel the shadows of evil and death, 
and lead us along safe paths, 
that we may rest securely in you  
and dwell in the house of the Lord now and forever.  Amen. 
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Scripture Reading John 10:1-10 
 Reflection  

 On this the 4th Sunday of Easter each year, the Gospel Reading always 
comes from John chapter 10, the so-called “Good Shepherd Discourse.”  
Shepherd imagery pervades many of the other Lectionary readings appointed for 
this Sunday – including that most beloved Psalm of all, Psalm 23.  For those of 
us living in the 21st century suburbs of Detroit, shepherds are not exactly a 
common sight.  But for those living in 1st century Palestine, shepherds were a 
common sight indeed.  It should come as no surprise, then, that they became 
the subject of many of Jesus’ parables throughout the synoptic Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
 In John’s Gospel, however, Jesus doesn’t speak in parables.  Instead, he 
speaks in rather lengthy discourses, such as the one recorded for us here in 
chapter 10.  In this particular discourse, Jesus portrays himself as the Good 
Shepherd.  And the focus of today’s reading is on the deep relationship of trust 
that exists between the shepherd and the sheep.  Notice that this trust is 
mutually cultivated.  On the one hand, the shepherd knows the sheep, calls them 
by name, and leads them out of the sheepfold to find pasture.  On the other 
hand, the sheep recognize the shepherd’s voice and follow him.  An African artist 
has depicted this simply, yet poignantly.  The shepherd leads the way – carrying 
a presumably injured sheep on his shoulders – while the rest of the sheep follow 
close behind.  In much the same way, Jesus our Good Shepherd calls us by 
name and promises to lead us to life abundant.  The question is do we recognize 
his voice amid all the other voices clamoring for our attention and do we trust 
him enough to follow him? 
 

 Response 
  Back in March when your Session initially made the painful decision to 
 discontinue public worship, my initial response was one of relief.  I had been 
 growing increasingly concerned about putting the lives of our more vulnerable 
 members at risk.  But then the relief quickly turned to panic, as I struggled to 
 figure out how we were going to worship together and stay connected with one 
 another while remaining physically apart.  As I prayed about this, I believe I 
 heard the voice of our Good Shepherd say to me:  “Scott, you have been this 
 congregation’s pastor now for over 17 years.  You have been with them amid 
 times of great joy and amid times  of deep sorrow.  What they need now more 
 than anything else is to hear the  trusted voice of their pastor.  Trust me to lead 
 you, as you seek to lead them through this challenging time.”  So that’s what 
 I’ve been trying to do.  I’ve been  offering you the gift of my voice – a voice you 
 have come to know and hopefully to trust – a voice of calm to reassure you that 
 God is with us as we struggle through this time together.  I am humbled that I 
 can offer you this gift and that you have so gratefully received it.  But I want you 
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 to know that I can only continue to offer you the gift of my voice as long as I 
 listen for the Shepherd’s voice myself.  After all, you and I can only give what we 
 have received from his gracious hand. 
  
 
Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 Satisfy us with your love in the morning, 
 and we will live this day in joy and praise. 

 
God of all mercies, we praise you  
that you have brought us to this new day, 
brightening our lives with the dawn  
of promise and hope in Jesus Christ. 
 
Especially we thank you for: 
 ministries of discernment and governance . . . 
 those who teach and those who learn . . . 
 the community of faith in your church . . . 
 reconciliation in our relationships . . . 
 all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .  
 
Merciful God, strengthen us in prayer 
that we may lift up the brokenness 
of this world for your healing,  
and share in the saving love of Jesus Christ. 

 
Especially we pray for: 
 the church in Europe . . . 
 safe, clean, and renewable energy . . .  
 those who are lonely and forgotten . . .  
 those from whom we are estranged . . .  
 the courage to claim your promise in Christ . . .  
 
Eternal God, 
you are the source of every gift, 
and the fountain of all blessing. 
give us such joy in living a 
and such peace in serving Christ, 
that we may gratefully make use of all your blessings, 
and joyfully seek our risen Lord in everyone we meet. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Closing Sentences 
 So far as it depends on us, 
 let us live peaceably with all. 
 Amen. 
 Bless the Lord! 
 The Lord’s name be praised! 


